
 Week 14 December 2nd, 2022 

Congratulations again to 
November ’s  monthl y 
‘Hot  Chocolate Friday’ 

☕ 🍪 winners chosen for 
the i r  k indness  and  
F R I E N D S H I P  to 
others. 

In  December,  we  turn 
our attention to CARING. Thinking of others and showing 

our  love,  kindness  and appreciation 
for  all  the  people  in  our  lives  who 
look after us,  care for us and those 
who need our help at this challenging 
time of year. 

Who  will  be  enjoying  a  Christmas 
hot  chocolate  and  cookies  this 
month? 
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Keeping everyone safe…


As we approach typical flu season, 
with COVID-19  still with us alongside 
other respiratory infections and 
seasonal illnesses, we continue to ask 
parents to carefully consider your 
child’s health and fitness for school. 
Schools are very vulnerable to the 
rapid spread of bugs and viruses due 
to the sheer number of people on 
our premises daily. St Bride’s whole 
school community want our staff, 
children and families to be able to 
stay safe and well - so we need your 
help!


Please ensure you:


- inform school immediately of any 
suspected/confirmed COVID, 
chickenpox or other illnesses


- Keep any sick children at home


- Promote good hand hygiene


- Complete any necessary periods of 
isolation to stop spread


- Once a week, take a peek!    
Please ensure that you treat any 
cases of headlice to prevent 
spread.


Health Guidance...
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Open Enrolment Information Sessions for prospective 
parents  to  apply  for  Nursery  and  Primary  One  places  for 
September 2023 will be held as follows;

Nursery Applicants -  Wed 14th December 1.15pm  on 
our Derryvolgie Site. Enter via main front doors.

Primary One Applicants -  Fri 16th December 2.15pm 
on our Ashleigh Site on Windsor Avenue. 

P5-7  families  are  cordially 
invited  to  our  annual  Carol 
Service on Fri 16th Dec at 11am 
in St Brigid’s Church. Two  adult 
seats per child available.

Congratulations to this future 
Wimbledon star on his recent 
Junior  Tennis  wins!  Fantastic! 

🎾 🏆 👏

#SeasonOfGoodwill  
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Birthdays so far…


Happy birthday with love from 
everyone at St Bride’s PS, Belfast 
💙🥳 . 


Birthdays (28th Nov - 4th Dec) 🥳 


• Giovianni (P5LW). Catherine (P7MM)


• Sheila (P2KP).              Senan (P6CK)


• Nuha (P4McI).              Ioan (P2MOP)


• Darragh (P6CK)           Daithi (P2IM)


• Vincent (P2IM).            Meara (P7MC).            


• Niya (P5BY).                Caleb (P5LGH) 


• Sienna (P5BY).            Daniel (P1MW)


• Ibrahim Ahmed (P1KS). 


• Noah (P2ODG).         Paniz (P2MOP)


• Flynn (P1AM).             Orla (P3McD)


• Donal (P5BY).           
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👀 Looking ahead… Dates for your diaries


📆  P3 Sacrament of First Penance:


Tuesday 7th March 4pm: P3 McNamee & Lynn


Wednesday 8th March 4pm: P3 McDermott & Leggett


📆  P7 Sacrament of Confirmation


Tuesday 21st March 4pm: P7 Maguire & Cunningham


Tuesday 21st March 6pm: P7 Marttila & Montague


📆  P4 Sacrament of First Holy Communion


Saturday 13th May 10am: P4 Gray & McIlroy


Saturday 13th May 12noon: P4 McCloskey & McMahon


Charitable Works & Social Justice… CARING


P3 classes are in the process of putting together a ‘shoebox collection’ of essential hygiene & 
other items to help support Belfast’s homeless community this Christmas. 

Huge thanks to Ciaran from Belfast Welcome Organisation for chatting to P3 to help them 
understand the issues and to Ms Hickey for the contact.

We will be collecting ‘loose change’ donations for SVDP at all of our Christmas performances to 
support the work of our local Conference and those in need. Please give what you can.

Keeping warm on PE Days.. Families, there have been a few enquiries about the possibility of 
purchasing St Bride’s hoodies for wear as part of PE uniform. Conscious of the pressures on families 
in  this  cost  of  living  crisis,  I’m  happy  that  families  make  a  decision  which  best  suits  their 
circumstances. You may wish to purchase the branded hoodie from Niblocks, the St Bride’s sports 
hoodie from Bourke Sports or a plain, unbranded navy hoodie from any supermarket or retailer. The 
important issue is  that  our children are comfortable and warm. Thank you for  your support  and 
understanding. Reminder: please ensure all items of uniform are clearly marked with the child’s name. 
Thank you!


St Bride’s PS staff are always here to help and support all families. 

If you, or a family you know, are in need of our support, please get in touch to 
speak to us in confidence. The local Conference of St Vincent dePaul have 

been in contact with school to offer support to any family at St Bride’s that may be in need of their 
support. In confidence, and with the promise of our discretion and sensitivity, if you, or any family you 
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know, may be struggling and could benefit from some financial or resource support,  please get in 
touch with Miss Joyce or Ms Hunter via the school office. Tel: 02890 381700 or contact SVdP directly. 

We will be collecting ‘loose change’ donations for SVDP at all of our Christmas performances to 
support the work of our local Conference and those in need. Please give what you can.

Need to chat to us or raise a  concern… We will  always  be happy to help!  Most often class 
teachers  are the best person to speak to. They can be contacted via the school email address or 
landline.  Email:  info@stbrides.belfast.ni.sch.uk or Telephone 02890 381700. If,  after  speaking with 
class teachers, the matter remains unresolved, it may be further raised to the Head of Key Stage, 
SENCo, Senior Leadership Team, VPs and then the Principal. 

St Bride’s PS staff are here to help and support all families. If you, or a family you know, are in need 
of our support, please get in touch to speak to us in confidence. The local Conference of St Vincent 
dePaul have been in contact with school to offer support to any family at St Bride’s that may be in 
need of their support. In confidence, and with the promise of our discretion and sensitivity, if you, 
or any family you know, may be struggling and could benefit f rom  some  f inanc ia l  o r  re source 
support, please get in touch with Miss Joyce or Ms Hunter via the school office. Tel: 02890 381700 or 
contact SVdP directly. 

Keeping  up  with  St  Bride’s…  I’d  encourage  all  adults  to  follow St  Bride’s  PS on 
Twitter  to  get  a  glimpse  into  all  that  goes  on  in  our  school.  Check  us  out 
@StBridesPS1. 

We are now also on Instagram @stbridesps… please give us a follow if you can!

🏠 📮 ☎ Have you moved house, changed telephone number or email address? 
Please ensure that you update the School Office Team with any change of details to ensure that you 
have  continued  access  to  our  SchoolComms  &  Gateway  App  for  important  information  and 
payments. Thank you!

Safeguarding our premises…


Families,  unfortunately  adults  are  still   ‘hanging  around’  on  our 
school  premises  between  school  pickups,  despite  our  pleas  to 
vacate  the  areas.  We  cannot  facilitate  parent,  grandparent  or 
childminding  waiting  areas.  Anyone  arriving  before  1.50pm  or 

remaining  on  site  after  2.10pm  and  before  2.50pm  will  be  asked  to  leave  in  adherence  with 
safeguarding procedures. Respectfully families, once you have collected your children, you are politely 
requested to leave school premises. Thank you for your co-operation.


Other Reminders:

- Parking: I appreciate and have witnessed the difficulties associated to traffic management, 
however, I respectfully request that parents adhere to road markings,  avoid using staff carpark 
areas, refrain from blocking school or residents’ gates, zigzag crossing lines etc and instead 
park responsibly, with respect for local residents and of course, children’s safety. 

- We will call the police in respect of any illegal parking or dangerous driving. 
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- Our only concern is the safety of our school community. Parking convenience is not a 
priority. 

- Abuse towards school staff will also not be tolerated and could result in further action taking 
place.

- Safer  School Premises: 

- Families, you may be aware that we have a number of children with severe, often life-threatening, 
allergies, others with mobility issues and many who have experienced trauma which can be easily 
triggered. With that in mind, as the children’s safety and well-being is my paramount concern, I 
respectfully  ask that  ALL food coming into school  is  nut-free,  adults  refrain from smoking on 
school premises and that dogs are not brought on to our school sites. 

- School Meals Menu - 5th -9th December is Week Three 


- Thank  you  for  your  co-operation  in  protecting  and  safeguarding  our  
children.


Now for a summary of what’s on next week…
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